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HRSA Welcomes New Division Director

EMSC
In January 2019, the
Health Resources & Services
Administration, Maternal and Child Health Bureau
welcomed Sara Brett Kinsman, MD, MSCE, PhD as
the Director of the Division of Child, Adolescent,
and Family Health under which the EMS for
Children Program is housed.
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Creating the Philadelphia Maternal and Infant Community Action Network (CAN), a
collective impact initiative that addresses perinatal depression, inclusion of fathers in
maternal and child health, and the development of a centralized referral system for home
visiting services.
Developing the Same Room, Different Beds Safe Sleep Campaign and the Feeding Your Baby
is NORMAL Campaign.

Prior to joining the Philadelphia Department of Public Health, Dr. Kinsman was an Associate
Professor of Clinical Pediatrics at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and Director of
Inpatient Adolescent Services. In that role, Dr. Kinsman co-authored and co-edited: Reaching
Teens: Strength-based Communication to Build Resilience and Support Healthy Adolescent
Development, which was awarded First Place by the American Medical Writers Association in
the Health Care Professionals Category in 2014.
Dr. Kinsman received her medical degree from the University of Pennsylvania School of
Medicine, and completed her General Pediatric Residency and Adolescent Medicine Fellowship
at the Children’s Hospital Of Philadelphia. With support from the Robert Wood Johnson Clinical
Scholars program, Dr. Kinsman completed a PhD in Sociology with a focus on adolescence and
the family and a Master’s Degree in Clinical Epidemiology at the University of Pennsylvania.
The EMS for Children Program looks forward to working with Dr. Kinsman.
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Save the Dates! The EIIC website now has an Events page that includes a list of upcoming events and activities
pertinent to the EMSC community. Please bookmark and visit often.

EMSC Town Halls Occur Quarterly: Block your calendar now!
Remaining 2019 calls are scheduled from 3-4 pm ET on May 1, August 14 and November 13, 2019




Hospital-Based Incident Command Systems: Small and Rural Hospitals
Webinar: Free from ASPR TRACIE on March 12, 2019 1:00-2:30 pm ET. Hospitalbased incident command systems have been used formally since the late 1970’s
as a way to manage incidents, coordinate resources and communications, and
collaborate with community-based response agencies. Despite widespread use,
there is little published information available on lessons learned, best practices,
and real-world adaptation of these systems. Click here for info and registration.
Preparedness Summit 2019: The Evolving Threat Environment in St. Louis, MO
March 26-29, 2019. This conference is the longest running national conference
on public health preparedness and will feature experts from the healthcare,
emergency management and public health to address the gaps between lifesaving industries. For more information and registration click here.



2019 AAP Legislative Conference --Mark your calendars! The 2019 AAP
Legislative Conference will take place April 7 – 9 in Washington, DC. Each year,
the conference brings together pediatricians who share a passion for child health
advocacy. Activities include skills-building workshops, guest speakers, learn
about policy priorities and go to Capitol Hill to urge Congress to support strong
child health policies. For more information and registration click here.



FAN Webinar: Effective Use of Social Media -- April 16th from 4-5 pm ET. See
page 8 for further information.



Joint Commission 2019 Emergency Preparedness Conference will meet in
Washington DC, April 23 & 24, 2019. Registration open.



Pediatric Academic Societies: April 24-May 1, 2019, Baltimore



EMSC Town Hall – 3-4 pm ET, May 1, 2019



National Association of State EMS Officials: May 13-16, 2019, Salt Lake City



Society for Academic Emergency Medicine: May 14-17, 2019, Las Vegas



EMSC Town Hall – 3-4 pm ET, August 14, 2019



EMSC: A Journey to Improve Pediatric Emergency Care. The EMSC Program’s
2019 All Grantee Meeting, held every other year, will be August 19-23, 2019, at
the Hilton Crystal City in Arlington, VA. This EMSC Program conference is an
opportunity to interact with EMSC colleagues across the grant spectrum. August
19 & 20 are preconference days. The main conference begins on Wednesday,
August 21 and will conclude on Friday, August 23. Watch this page and your
email for further details.



EMSC Town Hall – 3-4 pm ET, November 13, 2019

Resources Available
Please be sure to watch for items of
interest to the EMSC Community
including national projects, webinars,
and opportunities to support EMS for
Children on the EIIC Facebook page
and Twitter. We use these channels to
announce items on short notice.

February is Teen Dating
Violence Awareness Month
Dating violence is a form of intimate
partner violence (IPV). Teen Dating
Violence Awareness Month represents
a national effort to raise awareness
and protect teens from violence. In
the past year, 1 in 10 teens has been
physically abused by a boyfriend or
girlfriend.


Access a virtual toolkit on
integrating IPV education in your
health center



Learn more about The HRSA
Strategy to Address IPV an agencywide initiative to address IPV
through HRSA’s key programs



View CDC’s factsheet on teen
dating violence

EMSCPulse welcomes articles about people, programs, and initiatives related to emergency medical services for
children. Submit to EMSCInnovation@TexasChildrens.org
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EMS Agenda 2050 Officially Released
After more than two years of stakeholder and public input,
the Office of EMS at the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration and its federal partners today released
“EMS Agenda 2050: A People-Centered Vision for the
Future of Emergency Medical Services.” The document
describes a vision for evidence-based, data-driven EMS that
is integrated with the rest of the nation’s healthcare
system.
EMS Agenda 2050’s people-centered vision is grounded in
six guiding principles. The EMS system of the future should
be:
•
Inherently safe and effective
•
Integrated and seamless
•
Socially equitable
•
Reliable and prepared
•
Sustainable and efficient
•
Adaptable and innovative
The principles and recommendations within EMS Agenda
2050 build upon, rather than replace, the groundbreaking
EMS Agenda for the Future, originally published in 1996.
The process to review and revise the original Agenda was
first recommended by the National EMS Advisory Council, a
formal federal advisory group of EMS representatives and
consumers authorized by Congress to provide advice and
recommendations regarding EMS to NHTSA and to the
members of the Federal Interagency Committee on EMS.
Find more information many resources on the EMS Agenda 2050 page.

Trauma Informed Care: Trauma Comes in Many Forms
A person’s overall
health can include a
reflection of past
childhood traumas or
adverse childhood experiences (ACE) – things like emotional,
physical or sexual abuse, violence, neglect, discrimination,
poverty or exposure to other negative events. ACEs are much
more common in the United States than many believe. Sixty
percent of American adults have at least one ACE. It is
important to recognize that individuals who have been
exposed to these types for trauma may respond to stress in
unexpected ways. They are also more often at risk for chronic
diseases, behavioral issues and suicidal ideation.

All caregivers must become more aware of the impact of
ACEs on all and begin to modify interactions with patients by
becoming “Trauma-Informed”. The Trauma-Informed Care
Implementation Resource Center was developed with
support from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and
provides many resources including a new, brief animated
video, “What is Trauma-Informed Care?” In this video you
meet Dr. Cruz, who addresses questions about the subject
and shares what she has learned about caring for patients
with exposure to trauma, including abuse, neglect, and
violence. The Center website is full of resources to explain the
topic, its principles and how organizational and policy
changes may result in improved population health.
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Targeted Issues Grant Program Update -- PDTree: A Tool for
Prehospital Pediatric Destination Choice by Jennifer F Anders MD
“The Right Care at the Right Time” is a long-held mantra in EMS. For adult cardiac centers,
adult stroke centers, and major trauma centers most EMS agencies across the country have
specific protocols directing transport to an optimal destination. Pediatric hospital care is
increasingly concentrated in an ever-shrinking number of sites. A recent study showed that in the overwhelming majority of
hospitals in 4 large states, most pediatric patients who require admission require interfacility transport to a second hospital for
completion of care. When EMS transports a pediatric patient, we know that providers attempt to determine what care the
patient is likely to need and attempt to choose an optimal destination. In fact, EMS bypasses the closest facility for about 40% of
children. This is almost twice as often as they deliver oxygen or medications! However, they usually make these decisions on gut
instinct as there are no widespread evidence based guidelines like exist for the adult and trauma conditions mentioned
previously. The Pediatric Decision Tree (PDTree for short) is a decision support tool to help EMS providers choose an optimal
destination for their pediatric patients.
The PDTree tool was developed using the available
evidence base and providing the evidence to an expert
panel of stakeholders, including EM physicians, pediatric
physicians, EMS medical directors, EMS providers and a
parent/family representative. The panel reviewed the
evidence and determined an optimal destination type for
17 pediatric conditions that can be identified by EMS
providers. The panel used a priori definition of 4 levels of
hospital capabilities which are broadly defined and
publically available (designated trauma center, pediatric
ICU care, pediatric inpatient care or 24/7 pediatric board
certified physician in ED, local hospital). Each of the 17
conditions was matched to the capability level most likely
required for patient care. The goal of the project is to
balance undertriage and overtriage of pediatric patients.
There are many conditions where local hospitals or
regional pediatric capable centers are appropriate and
available, while for other conditions transport to a
centrally located tertiary care hospital is most
appropriate. The PDTree project is currently in pilot test
for field use in three EMS jurisdictions in Maryland (urban,
suburban and rural EMS agencies) with results anticipated
in 2019.
The PDTree team has developed a smartphone application
which is available on both iOS and Android platforms. It
can be found by searching “PDTree” in the app stores. The
app is free to use and we welcome input! The next phases
of the project will aim for adaptation of the PDTree for
use by EMS in other geographic areas, particularly
focusing on the differences in needs where multiple
destination options are available for an EMS agency and
where few destination options are available. Additional
information is available on the project website
www.pdtree.org.
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New Article on Fall Injuries in Children from the Children’s Safety Network
The Children’s Safety Network and the CSN Economics and Data Analysis Resource Center recently had an article published in
Global Pediatric Health. "Consumer Products Contributing to Fall Injuries in Children Aged <1 to 19 Years Treated in US
Emergency Departments, 2010 to 2013: An Observational Study" can be found on the Global Pediatric Health website.

Federal Interagency Group Releases Resources for Emergency Response Professionals on Fourth
Generation Agents
After the incidents in the United Kingdom (U.K.) in 2018 involving a fourth generation agent, the White House National Security
Council convened a federal interagency working group to identify and develop resources to help the emergency response
community prepare for and respond to a fourth generation agent incident if one ever occurs in the U.S., as well as support the
development of specific guidance and training to enhance overall preparedness efforts. These resources meet the needs of U.S.
emergency response professionals who sought to learn more about the agent used in the U.K. and how to protect themselves
and respond if such incidents ever occur in their communities.

The EMSC Innovation and Improvement Center is participating as a member of the Prehospital Guidelines Consortium (PGC). The
Consortium’s mission aims to engage EMS stakeholder organizations, institutions, agencies, and leaders in a sustainable process that
promotes the development, implementation, and evaluation of evidence-based guidelines for prehospital care. The consortium was formed
with the input of 57 stakeholder organizations in fulfillment of the National Prehospital EBG Strategy.
In 2018, the Consortium accomplished multiple projects of benefit to the EMS community:
 A Systematic review of prehospital guideline implementation studies
(Fishe JN et al. Prehosp Emerg Care 2018;22:511-519)
 An online repository of existing prehospital EBGs for easy reference by the EMS community (available at
www.prehospitalguidelines.org/ebgs)
 An educational module for EMS educators on evidence-based medicine and EBGs that covers the required topic areas for NREMT
recertification for EMTs and paramedics (available freely at www.prehospitalguidelines.org/ebg-resources)
 Links to additional EBG-related resources available to the EMS community
(available at www.prehospitalguidelines.org/ebg-resources)
Projects in Progress for 2019
 Systematic review and grading of existing prehospital EBGs using the AGREE II tool to assess the strength of evidence evaluation
and determine if guidelines meet the Institute of Medicine criteria for clinical guidelines “we can trust”
 Creation of a gap analysis identifying topic areas most in need of new or revised EBGs through robust stakeholder input
 Piloting a dissemination plan for newly created EBGs through the Consortium’s member organizations, including the upcoming
Naloxone EBG from NASEMSO, ACEP, and NAEMSP
 Revision of the NASEMSO statewide implementation toolkit for evidence-based guidelines with a national perspective and
applicable to any new guideline
 Educational articles on evidence-based medicine and EBG efforts for multiple national publications
 For more information about the Prehospital Guidelines Consortium and multiple EBG-related resources, go to:
www.prehospitalguidlines.org
 To get involved contact: admin@prehospitalguidelines.org
 Follow the Consortium @EMSGuidelines
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National Quality Forum Seeks Public Input on Trauma Outcomes Draft Measurement
Framework Report through March 5, 2019
In mid-2018 the National Quality Forum convened
a Committee of Experts to conduct an environmental
scan and to develop a conceptual framework to identify
trauma measures and identify measurement gaps.
The Committee has developed a draft measurement
framework which includes pediatric measures. It is open
for public comment through March 5 at 6:00 pm ET. The framework is intended to conceptualize measurement and identify
gaps for population-based trauma outcomes.
Please find the draft (PDF) and a link for submitting comments on the Trauma Outcomes Project Page.

Welcome to EMSC!
Wisconsin’s New Program Director
Ashley Bergeron joins the EMSC Program as the Program
Director for the Wisconsin State Partnership. Ashley is a
preparedness unit supervisor in the Office of Preparedness
and Emergency Health Care at the Wisconsin Department of
Health Services. Ashley earned a Bachelor of Science in
Bacteriology from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and
a Masters of Public Health in Epidemiology from the
University of Illinois-Chicago. Prior to her current role,
Ashley worked in health systems research in the
Department of General Internal Medicine at Northwestern
University in Chicago where she managed research data and
grant activities. Ashley moved back to Madison, Wisconsin
in 2014 to accept a position as an emergency preparedness

epidemiologist. In this role,
Ashley provided
epidemiologic analysis for the
preparedness program,
leveraged EMS data systems
for public health surveillance,
and built capacity in the usage
of Wisconsin’s syndromic
surveillance system. Ashley is
passionate about using data
to inform programmatic
decision-making. Ashley lives
in Madison with her husband and 1.5 year old daughter.
Outside of work, Ashley enjoys traveling, cooking, biking,
kayaking, and chasing her toddler around the house.

Preventing Suicide: A Toolkit for High Schools
Preventing Suicide: A Toolkit for High Schools, funded by the U.S. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA), is designed to help high school communities, school districts, and their partners design and implement strategies to
prevent suicide and promote behavioral health among their students. The volume provides tips for parents and the school community
to identify warning signals and students at risk of suicide. It is available for purchase at the U. S. Government Bookstore.

National EMS Week 2019 is May 19 - 25, 2019
Emergency Medical Services for Children (EMSC) Day on Wednesday, May 22. This year’s theme is
“BEYOND the CALL.” Watch for further information in the coming weeks!
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EMS World and NAEMT Announce that Nominations for
2019 National EMS Awards of Excellence are Open!
Recognize the very best in EMS. Nominate a colleague for the National EMS Awards of Excellence!

Now through June 30, submit your nomination for the 2019 National EMS Awards of Excellence. Award recipients
receive a cash award, a travel grant and free registration to EMS World
Expo in New Orleans, LA, and national recognition.
Award categories are:
•
•
•
•
•

Paramedic of the Year, sponsored by Nasco
EMT of the Year, sponsored by Braun Industries
Educator of the Year, sponsored by Jones & Bartlett Learning
EMS Medical Director of the Year, sponsored by Bound Tree
Military Medic of the Year, sponsored by North American Rescue

Find nomination forms and selection criteria by visiting this site.
How the EMS Affiliate (EMSA) Consortium of the Pediatric Emergency Care Applied Research Network
(PECARN) is Supporting EMSC Performance Measure 01
The Emergency Medical Services Affiliate (EMSA) Consortium of the Pediatric Emergency Care Applied Research Network
(PECARN), led by Dr. Brooke Lerner, has had some recent successes in line with EMSC Performance Measure 01: the submission
of National Emergency Medical Services Information System (NEMSIS) compliant version 3.x data to the national database.
Specifically the EMSA Consortium of PECARN has partnered with the NEMSIS Technical Assistance Center (TAC) to establish data
use agreements to access data directly from the NEMSIS national data repository as an adjunct for facilitating research. As
PECARN embarked on this, several sites discovered that their states were not contributing data to the national NEMSIS
repository. Through several years of advocacy, all sites in the EMSA Consortium are now equipped to contribute and obtain data
through this collaboration with NEMSIS. For example, the state of Ohio just signed into law a bill that allows data to be
submitted to the NEMSIS national data repository. Utilizing data from this collaboration, members of the EMSA Consortium are
now in the process of formulating two manuscripts that will contribute to the EMS evidence base.

LATE BREAKING WEBINAR—
The Future Starts Now: Implementation of EMS Agenda 2050
Released earlier this year, EMS Agenda 2050 presents a compelling vision for a people-centered EMS system. But how do we
turn that vision into a reality? It will take deliberate actions at every level, from individuals, agency leaders, elected officials,
state regulators, national organizations and more. In this webinar, you will hear from some of the EMS leaders who were
responsible for gathering input from across the profession and turning it into a cohesive vision. They will explain why the
creation of EMS Agenda 2050 is just the beginning of the process and talk about how they plan to turn it into a reality.
In addition, the panelists will share:
•
What they feel are the most important challenges in moving the EMS profession forward
•
What people-centered EMS and the six guiding principles of EMS Agenda 2050 mean for EMS clinicians, EMS physicians,
and local and state leaders
•
How you can start implementing aspects of EMS Agenda 2050 in your own EMS practice and leadership today
This important webinar, hosted by the NHTSA Office of EMS is scheduled for March 11, 2019 from 2-3 pm ET. REGISTER HERE.

8

Family Advisory Network (FAN) Mail!
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What is FAN Mail? In each issue of the EMSC Pulse, you will find our “FAN Mail” section with information specific to the Family
Advisory Network (FAN) members. Each issue will contain announcements, links to resources and highlights of the work being
accomplished by our FAN members across the country.

Upcoming Webinar: Effective Use of Social Media for the EMSC Family Advisory Network
Please join us for an exciting new webinar “Effective Use of Social Media for the EMSC
Family Advisory Network (FAN)” on Tuesday, April 16th from 4-5 pm ET. Mark your
calendars and be on the lookout for an invitation letter with registration details.
The webinar will feature Dr. Padma Swamy, a pediatrician with the Texas Children's Mobile
Clinic Program. Dr. Swamy is a strong advocate for child health, particularly the vulnerable
and underserved populations (which includes most children). She lectures on the using
social media platforms to advocate for child health. Her audiences include health care
providers, students as well as advocacy groups. Her presentation will focus on social media
basics, effective techniques and developing a voice of advocacy for child health. You may
follow her personal Twitter account @PadmaGloHealth, which does not reflect the official
of TCH, BCM or the EIIC.
Dr. Swamy's clinical interests include providing care for vulnerable and underserved children. Her research interests
include addressing the social factors that impact child health, and immigrant child health. She is a member of the
Academic Pediatrics Association Communications Committee.
Social media has many benefits that can support your work:
• Create targeted messages for specific demographics
• Build relationships with your partners and community
• Create word of mouth advocacy
• And it is FREE!

FAN has a Facebook Page! This page is for FAN members only, where we can share resources, chat about our projects
and stay in touch between conferences. To join, please click here and request to join. A page administrator will confirm
only FAN members’ requests for entry.

February is Heart Health Awareness Month



Here are some heart Healthy Valentine’s from the American
Heart Association:


If your kids are having a Valentine’s Day parties at their
school or day care, instead of sending candy, consider
fresh or dried fruit, friendship bracelets, colored pencils

FANs -- Let us see you in Action!
If you have pictures or content you wish to share on the EIIC
Facebook page and Twitter, please email Cassidy Penn at the
EIIC.



or stickers as tokens of their friendly affection.
Use this month as an opportunity to tell your loved one
how important they are to you, and share ways that you
can support each other’s health and wellness.
Quality time is one of the most meaningful gifts. Bundle
up and plan an active winter outing such as sledding, ice
skating, or gathering wood for a fire. If you’re feeling
adventurous, visit an indoor rock climbing wall.

Follow EIIC on Social Media
If you have pictures or content you wish to share on the EIIC
Facebook page and Twitter, please email Cassidy Penn at the
EIIC.

